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1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 ,4,5,13,14,15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Lizotte 6,833,91 1 . Lizotte discloses that maintaining databases of "ballistic 
fingerprints" in which images of bullets and cartridges covered from crime scenes are 
well known (col 1 lines 49-63). These databases are used for matching firearms to 
crime scenes by comparing spent cartridges and/or bullets from a crime scene to the 
database which contains the image data of previously spent cartridges and/or bullets. 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



4. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
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not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

5. Claims 2,3,6-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lizotte 6,833,91 1 . Lizotte discloses that which is seen above. Lizotte does not 
specifically disclose maintaining at least one spent cartridge casing as in claim 2. 
However, maintaining the at least one spent cartridge is well known. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to maintain the 
at least one spent cartridge to have physical evidence for comparison. Lizotte does not 
specifically disclose the protective case as in claim 3. Lizotte does not specifically 
disclose that the database is maintained on an optical disc as in claim 7. However, 
optical discs such as read only CDs and "jewel" cases for optical discs are old and well 
known. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to place the 
optical disc in a jewel case in order to protect the disc. Optical discs are known to be 
non-volatile (claim 6) and read only CDs are non-erasable (claim 8). Lizotte does not 
specifically disclose that the integrity of the databases is protected (claim 9) or that 
there is human readable information in the database. Password access to databases is 
old and well known. It is also old and well known to caption images in databases 
(claims 1 0,1 2). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to provide the database with a password to control access to the 
database and thereby increase the integrity of the database. It would also have been 
obvious to caption the ballistic fingerprint images with human readable text in order to 
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allow the human operator to identify the image. Lizotte does not disclose specifically 
that breech markings are maintained in the database. However, this, too, is old and 
well known and would have been obvious at the time of Lizotte to maintain breech 
markings in order to further identify a matching firearm. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Karl D. Freeh whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2390. The examiner can normally be reached on maxi-flex. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G. Lee can be reached on (571) 272-2398. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272/1 000. 




-Karl D Freeh 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2876 
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